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Medical  Officer’s  Section, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 

Pontefract* 

To  The  Chairman  and, Members  of  the  Council, 
lady  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services 
of  Osgold cross  during  the  year  1952* 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  cf  the  Rural  District, 
Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies, 
is  complementary  to  this  Report. 

Por  your  information  certain  details  of  the 
personal  health  services  administered  by  the  County  Counoil 
are  included. 

Although  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  report  is 
essentially  concerned  with  local  conditions,  it  is  perhaps 
timely  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  some  of  the 
present  trends  in  our  Rational  Health,  We  are  steadily 
becoming  an  older  population,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
surprising  that  the  mortality  rates  in  diseases  of  the  older 
age  groups  show  a  tendency  to  increase.  Thus  more  people  are 
dying  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels 
of  the  brain,  and  from  other  troubles  of  the  circulation  such 
as  coronary  disease  and  high  blood  pressure. 

On  the  other  hand,  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  shown 
a  striking  reduction  of  ad-most  40  per  cent,  in  four  years. 

Diphtheria,  onoe  a  dreadful  scourge  is  now  numbered 
among  the  rarer  causes  of  death. 
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The  decline  in  the  hirth  rate  continues,  hut  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  and  the  neo-natal  and  stillbirth  rates 
are  practically  stationary. 

Investigation^  indicate  that  people  are  consulting 
their  doctors  more  frequently  and  that  absence  from  work  due  to 
illness  is  tending  to  increase.  It  is  apparent  that  agricultural 
workers  see  their  doctor  only  rarely,  and  their  incapacity  rate 
is  low.  Workers  in  mining  and  quarrying,  on  the  other  hand  have  a 
comparatively  heavy  sickness  rate  and  consult  their  dootors 
frequently. 

Small-pox  is  now  comparatively  rare  and  a  feeling  of 
false  confidence  regarding  this  disease  exists  in  the  public  mind. 
Vaccination  of  infants  is  not  carried  out  to  the  extent  it  should 
be,  and  I  would  emphasise  that  the  risks  of  complications  following 
vaccination  are  four  times  greater  in  people  of  15  years  or  more 
than  in  infants.  Diphtheria  immunisation  still  goes  on  and  its 
excellent  results  are  maintained.  It  is,  however,  more  important 
than  ever  that  all  children  should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria 
in  infancy,  as  the  rarer  the  disease  becomes  the  less  likely 
is  it  that  the  child  will  acquire  natural  immunity. 

Pood  Poisoning  remains  disturbingly  frequent.  Many 
outbreaks  are  mild,  however,  and  from  the  health  point  of  view 
the  position  is  less  serious  than  the  figures  would  suggest. 

Even  so,  although  permanent  injury  to  health  is  not  oommon  and 
the  patient  may  not  even  be  absent  from  work,  the  annual  total 
of  food  poisoning  cases  is  quite  impressive  and  represents  a 
good  deal  of  unpleasantness  which  we  would  be  better  without. 

The  duck  egg  has  been  firmly  incriminated  as  a  spreader  of 
bacterial  food  poisoning  and  it  is  clear  that d uok  eggs  should  not 
be  used  for  the  making  of  omelettes  and  custard  sauces. 
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They  can  he  used  without  risk  in  cake— making  and  if  they 
to  he  eaten  hoiled,  they  should  he  boiled  for  at  least  10  minutes 
The  venereal  diseases  appear  tc  he  in  retreat, 
especially  so  far  as  new  infections  are  concerned.  It  is  likely 
tnat  the  more  efficient  treatment  now  available  is  the  main 
factor  concerned  here. 

\ /ho  oping  cough  vaccination  is  making  progress,  and  with 
-she  new  vaccine  now  available  a  good  deal  of  imnunisation  lias 

been  carried  out  during  the  year  at  County  Council  clinics  and 
elsewhere. 

Poliomyelitis  is  unhappily  still  with  us,  and  mu oh 
work  is  being  done  to  find  a  way  of  dealing  with  this  disease. 

ihe  rheuraatio  group  of  diseases  has  aroused  a  good  deal 
of  interest  recently  as  a  result  of  some  new  drugs  making  their 
appearanoe.  Their  effect  appears  to  he  most  marked  on  rheumatoid 
arthritis.  At  the  same  time,  quite  apart  from  the  new  drugs 
it  appears  that  rheumatic  fever  itself  is  undergoing  changes 
both  in  its  attack  rate  and  in  the  number  of  deaths  it  causes. 

It  may  well  be  that  these  factors,  together  with  the  new  drugs 
may  combine  to  reduce  greatly  the  number  of  damaged  hearts  which 
so  often  follow  this  disease.  A  recent  survey  on  chronic 
rheumatism  in  ooal-iiiiners  has  shown  that  although  miners  do  not 
in  general  suffer  more  frequently  from  the  rheumatic  diseases, 
they  are  prone  to  develop  them  at  an  earlier  age. 

The  good  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
goes  on,  and  we  are  now  devoting  more  time  to  the  psychological 
preparation  of  the  mother  for  childbirth.  There  is  no  doubt 
-Jhat  in  this  particular  sphere  the  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  has  an  important  job  to  do. 

Over  the  past  100  years  a  silent  army  of  sanitary 
workers  has  worked  a  miracle  in  environmental  hygiene. 
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Every  member  of  the  community  has  benefited  from  this  without 
having  had  to  exert  himself  in  the  least,  apart  from  paying 
his  rates.  It  is  increasingly  felt  that  we  have  now  reached  the 
point  where  further  progress  devolves  more  and  more  upon  the 
individual  helping  himself.  Sanitary  engineering  is  approaching 
its  peak  and  further  progress  will  depend  upon  improved  personal 
hygiene. 

One  other  matter  has  received  prominence  during  the 
year.  Whereas  fatal  road  accidents  are  still  all  too  common 
and  usually  obtain  a  good  deal  of  publicity,  it  is  not  generally 
realised  that  domestic  accidents  are  an  even  commoner  cause  of 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  being  killed.  In  children 
who  die  between  the  ages  1-15  years,  the  fatal  home  accident 
is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  their  death.  There  is 
obviously  great  scope  for  preventive  action  and  education  in  the 
home  both  by  health  workers  and  others  to  instruct  the  people 
on  making  their  homes  safe.  Even  more  important  is  the  right 
attitude  of  the  people  themselves  in  this  important  matter. 

I  am, 

You r  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


:j/1  r. 
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P  A  E  02  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOOIAIi  CONDITIONS^ 


Area  of  the  Distriot:  33,954  aores* 

Registrar— General 1 s  estimate  of  population:  7,724 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1952:  2,430 

Rateable  value  at  end  of  1952:  £3C,839 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (at  31st  December,  1952 )  £118/17/1 
Ihese  figures  show  a  population  aecrease  of  16« 

VITAL  SI AP2X STI  OS ._ 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1951) 
BIRTHS* 

Live  Births.  Male*.  Zemal©  Total. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


53  (54 
_4  1,3 

62  (57) 


) 

54 

(51) 

112 

) 

3 

(  5)_ 

7 

)_ 

i 

i  H 

(56) 

119 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15*4 

Still  Births.  S&k® 

Legitimate  I  (~)  1  V1 

Illegitimate  -  (~)  ~  ^ 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  oi^ths.  32.5 
Hate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  .52 


(14.59) 
Total. 
4  (1 


;s.7 
>  .13 


DEATHS. 

All  age  groups 
Infants  under  1  yr . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Internal  Deaths*, 
Death  Rates. 


Male 
37  (  47) 


Pemale 
42  (31) 


Total. 


79  (78) 


1 

1 


1  (  3 


2 

1 


NIL  (NIL) 


10.2 

25.2 


1*,07 

44.25 


17.86  (47.62) 


General  rate  per  1,000  population 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births _  _  ^ 

Legitimate  infants  per  l,n^0  legiuma.e 

live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1»00^1^f^a'C;e  142. 86,  (NIL) 
Maternal  Deaths  NIIi 

The  number  of  births  has  risen  by  6  as  compared  with 
last  year,  and  the  birth  rate  has  also  risen  sligh  7* 
Deaths  have  increased  by  one  during  the  same  period. 
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No.  of 
deaths 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  Table. 

1  A  B  1  S _ 


j  Cause  of  'Death 

Male. 

Female,  j  Total.  ' 

| 

:  Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

, 

1  1 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

2 

2 

,  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatio 

2 

2 

Neoplasms 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

3 

9 

12 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

6 

2 

8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

7 

4 

11 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Leukaemia,  AleuJcaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

1 

2 

diseases 

7 

6 

13 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

—  -  -  -  - 

- 

1 

37 

42 

12. 

-  3  -  ' 


There  were  three  infant  deaths  during  the  year, 

Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  distriot,  one  of  them  "being 
due  to  prematurity  and  the  other  to  bronoho  pneumonia.  The 
third  death  was  an  inward  transfer,  particulars  of  whioh  are 
unknown. 


Comparison  of  1952  statistics  with  those  of  1951, 
1950,  1949  and  1948. 


1952, 

1951. 

1950. 

1949. 

1948. 

Live  Births 

119 

113 

121 

134 

147 

Population 

7724 

7740 

7580 

7560 

7790 

Birth  Rate 

15.4 

14*59 

15.96 

17.72 

18.87 

Death  Rate 

10.2 

10.07 

11.08 

11.2 

8.47 

Infant  Death  Rate 

25*2 

44.25 

8.26 

44. 7T 

6.53 

P  A  B 

T  T 

W  0. 

PREVALENCE 

OP  AND  CONTROL 

OVER 

INFECTIOUS 

AND 

oth.br  disbars. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


TABLE  II. 


Disease. 

Jan/ 

Mar 

Apl/ 

Jun 

...... 

Jul/ 

Sep 

Oot/ 

Deo 

Total 

Deaths 

No  of  cases- 
admitted  to 
hospital. 

Scarlet  Pever 

8 

4 

10 

11 

33 

- 

26 

Whooping  Cough 

2j 

10 

1 

- 

34 

- 

1 

Measles 

1 

- 

36 

16 

53 

1 

I Pneumonia 

1 

1 

- 

2 

4 

2 

- 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

* 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

MM* 

w* 

1 

1 

— 

1 

33 

15 

47 

31 

126 

2 

29 

Diphtheria, 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year. 
During  1952  50  children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  342 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  received  their  primary  immunisation 
against  diphtheria 
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nnMP apt SfiTC  OF  OSGOLDQROSS  VITAL  STAIISTIOS  WITH  OTHER  WEST  __ 
yf^TVTrl^pVTPAT,  DISTRICTS,  THE  WEST  RILING  ALIIINISTHATIVS  GOj^TI 

"d  ENGLAND  &  WALES.  •  ■ 


Osgoid- 

oross 

Rural 

District 

Aggregate 

West  Rid¬ 
ing  Rural | 
Districts 

West  t  England  & 
Riding: Wales  (pro 
Admin. 1 visional 
Countyj f inures) 

L 

| 

l 

i 

I 

i 

i 

BIRTH  RATE 
(per  1,000  estimated 
population 

15.4 

15.8 

'  ! 
l 

15.4  | 

i 

i 

! 

15.3 

DEATH  RATE 
(per  1,000  estimated 
population) 

All  Causes 

10.2 

9.8 

! 

i 

11.5  I 

! 

i 

11.3 

i 

i 

t 

1 

i 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis. 
excl.  Tut.  but  incl. 

Syph.  and  other  V.D. 

— 

0.06 

} 

0.07 

— — 4 

•* 

r 

i 

t 

i 

1 

Tuberculo  sis 

Respiratory 

NIL 

0.15 

j 

j 

0.16 

0.21 

Tuberculo  sis 

Other 

0.26 

. 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

Tuberculosis 

All  Forms 

0.26 

0,18 

0,19 

i] 

0.24 

Cancer 

1.42 

1.66 

1.92 

1.99 

.  ,,r<  , 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  nervous  system 

1.55 

1.37 

I 

1.74  * 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

1 

3.37 

3.53 

4.35 

1  ‘I 

* 

\ 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.04 

1.01 

1.15 

* 

1 

j  - - —j 

Llat  e rnal  Ho  r tali ty 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

HID 

0.57 

C.80 

i  "  '  1  '  ' 

j 

|  C.72 

} 

Infant  llortality 

25.2 

29.8 

3C.0  !  27.6 

i 

Still  Births 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

32.5 

23.3 

24.6 

. 

1 

;  22.6 

•*  figure.s  not  available 
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tuberculosis. 

The  following  Table  summarise®  particulars  contained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABLE  III. 


No. -of .cases  in 
Register 

Respiratory 

M.  E. 

-Hon— Re  spiratory 

M.  E. 

'Total. 

At  the  commencement 

■  • 

•  - 

of  1952 

14 

14 

6 

3 

37 

Notified  during  1952 

4 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Removed  during  1952 

2 

- 

— 

2 

At  the  end  of  1952 

16 

i  « 

♦ 

1 

6 

4 

41 

There  were  two  removals . from  the  Register.  1  patient 
left  the  district ,  and  one  died. 

BART  THREE. 

IVIAIERNIII  AND  CHILL  WELL  ARE. 

Child  Welfare  Clinios, 


An  Infant  Y/elfare  Clinio  operates  on  a  fortnightly 
basis  at  the  kethodist  Chapel,  Beal,  and  the  people,  both  of 
Beal  and  from  the  surrounding  area  have  readily  accepted  the 
facilities  offered. 

During  the  year  52  individual  children  passed  through 
the  clinic.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  296,  and  225 
cases  were  seen  by  the  medical  officer. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


During  the  year  25  expectant  mothers  passed  through 
the  clinio.  The  average  attendance  per  session  was  4,  and.  the 
total  number  of  attendances  ICO.  In  addition  15  post-natal 
examinations  were  carried  out. 

G-as  and  Air  Analgesia  was  freely  used  for  confinements 
and  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patients. 

The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1952, 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the  various 
maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 


1. 

No.  of  births  occurring  in 

the  district 

during  1952. 

Domiciliary  cases. 

L.B, 

S.B.  Total 

62 

-  ’  62 

2. 

Outward  Transfers 

1 

1 

3. 

Inward  Tr an  sf e  r s . 

53 

4  62 

Total 

119 

4*  123' 
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Inward  transfers. 


Walton  Hall  Mato  mi  ty  Home 
Hazlewood  Maternity  Home 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 
Ivlanygates  Maternity  Hospital 
St.  James's  Hospital,  Leeds 
Eairf ield-Hursing  Home,  Doncaster 
Cleethorpes  Nursing  Home 
Castleford  Maternity  Home 
Howhill  Nursing  Home,  York 
Netheredge  Nursing  Home,  Sheffield 
Mount  Carmell  Nursing  Home, 

Donoaster 


34 

5 

10 

6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

62  - 


Pare  of  the  Premature  Inf  ant 

El  even  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the 
year*  In  each  oase  a  speoial  investigation  was  made  and  help 
given  as  required.  Close  liaison  exists  between  Hospitals  and 
Authorities, 


P  A  H  1  ?  0  TJ  S. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERYICE3. 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
the  Osgoldoross  Schools  during  the  year.  Cases  requiring 
consultation  with  a  specialist,  that  is  to  say,  orthopaedic  cases; 
ear,  nose  and  throat  cases,  and  eye  cases;  were  referred  to  the 
appropriate  Clinic  in  Pontefract  and  dealt  with  there. 

PJL  R  _ J?,  I  YE, 

HOME  NUNS INC. 

She  demand  for  the  services  of  the  home  nurses  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year.  In  the  divisional  area 
20,521  visits  have  been  made  to  patients « 

PJL  dj.  ..S  I  X. 

Op  AND  1E1ES  CARE, 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year.  A  Health  Yisitor  for  Pontefract  has  continued  to  visit 
the  Pontefract  General  Infirmary  daily  and  has  maintained  close 
co-operation  /ith  her  colleagues  in  the  Rural  District. 

Home  Helps. 

.  -She  demand  for  this  service  has  steadily  increased 
and  even  with  the  increased  establishment  of  Home  Helps  now 
permitted,  it  is  proving  difficult  to  oope  with  the  demand, 

PARI _ J3_E  Y  E  N. 

'MENIAL  HEALTH. 

Mental  Health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub— Committee 
of  the  County  Council.  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
treatment  Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  living  in  Pontefract.  He  is  Mr.  R.S.II. 

Battye,  of  27,  Grove  Lea  Crescent,  Pontefract.  His  Telephone 
number  if  Pontefract  813.  We  have  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social. 
Worker,  Miss  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 
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PASS  EIGHT. 

AlfBUhAHCS  SERVICE. 


The  Ambulance  Servioe  of  the  District  is  now 
Operated  by  the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer. 
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PSGOLDCROSS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  lNdHECTOR  FOR  TIE  'YEAR,  1952 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 
NUISANCES  e 


Number  of  primary  inspections  -  313. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  nuisance  found  386 

Number  of  nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of  year  1951  14 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  400 

Number  of  cases  abated  in  1952.  389 

Number  of  cases  outstanding  at  end  of  year  TT" 

eamrjua.ji 

The  cases  were  all  dealt  with  by  informal  notice  or  arrangomont,  no  statutory 
notices  being  served.  J 

Defects  in  housos  accounted  for  most  of  the  nuisances,  the  number  being  358. 


t  Although  chimneys  have  boon  raised  at  tho  electricity  generating  station  in 
the  neighbouring  district,  residents  in  our  District  still  suffer  from  sulphur, 
fumes  and  grit  from  this  source  and  naturally  make  strong  complaint  about  it# 

The  information  that  another  large  generating  station  is  to  bo  constructed  adjoin¬ 
ing  tho  existing  station  has  created  dismay  amongst  tho  residents  a.lrce„dy 
suffering  ana  the  nature  of  the  "assurances"  given  by  tho  responsible  authorities 
h  ,s  by  no  means  dispelled  the  fears  of  tho  residents  concerned. 


to 


Our  neighbouring,  old  established. 


chemical  industry  addod  its  quota  of  fumos 
causes  of  complaint,  though  I  believe  thoro  was  a  reduction 
The  management  having  been  convinced  that  something  happens 
is  hoped  that  there  will  be  at  loast  a  big  reduction  in  thi 


in  this  rospoct# 
which  ought  not  to,  it 
cause  for  complaint# 


i-i.  new  plant  for  tho  production  of  synthetic  chemicals,  associated  with  tho 
aforementioned  industry  has  boon  established  and  has  provided  a  further  source  for 
tu0  pollution  of  our  atmosphere#  The  works  are  in  tho  course  of  development, 
largely  experimental,  1  believe,  and  efforts  are  being  mado  to  eliminate  emission 
of  deleterious  fumos  and  other  causes  of  complaint. 


Tno  reduction  ox  fumos,  etc.,  from  all  throe  of  those  places  is  a  natter  of 
concorn  to  tho  residents  in  the  affected  parts  of  our  District. 

HOUSING. 


The  general  position  has  boon  improved  a  little  by  tho  construction  of  now 
houses  (mostly  by  tho  Council  but  some  by  private  enterprise )  and  tho  repair  and 
improvement  of  some  oxisting  houses.  One  of  tho  privately  built  houses  was  to 
ropl" -co  an  unxit  farm  house  §  the  remainder  woro  to  accommodate  newly  married 
Cjuplc3 ,  and  owner  -  pccupiors  not  from  ovorcrowdod  or  unsatisfactory  houses.  Tho 
completion  of  a  useful  number  of  Council  housos  facilitated  tho  removal  of  oomo 
j.  vdlies  from  unfit  houses  and  tho  abatomont  of  some  cases  of  ovorcr owding .  It 
also  enabled  a  start  to  bo  made  on  tho  demolition  of  some  of  the  worst  housos.  Many 
more  remain  whichshould  bo  similarly  dealt  with  but  still  more  houses  are  roquirod 
b o i ore  that  problem  can  be  adequately  dealt  with.  Adoquato  repair  and  improvement 
of  thG  older  houses  continues  a  difficult  problem.  So  many,  though-  not  necessarily 
in  bad  repair,  aro  incapable  of  being  brought  to  what  is  now  considered  an 
acceptable  standard  at  a  reasonable  ccstj  and  the  cost  of  carrying  out  serious 
maintenance  work  bears  such  poor  relation  to  ronts  recoverable  that  owners  have 
littlo  encouragement  to  carry  out  such  work,  to  say  the  loast  of  it.  Improvements 
havo  been  carried  out  to  a  fow  houses  with  the  asufatcnco  of  improvamont  grants  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949,  but  not  many  applications  have  boon  attracted  and  not  all  of 
those  havo  obtained  tho  ultimate  approval  of  the  Ministry. 


HOUSING  (CONTD). 


Action__undor  tho  Housing  Acts  and  BoKulations . 

Tho  numbor  of  housos  inspected  was  166* 

Of  thoso  3/  wore  classod  a3  unfit  and  61  defective  in  a  losoor  dogroo. 

Formal .  representations  woro  made  as  to  30  unfit  housosi  demolition  orders 
wore  nado  in  rospoct  of  69  an  undertaking  was  accepted  in  rospoct  of  4  and 
the  others  woro  under  consideration  at  tho  closo  of  tho  yoar.  "  Tho  4  housos 
in  respect  of  which  on  undertaking  was  accoptod  woro  subsequently  demolished 
voluntarily.  Iwo  others  woro  demolished  by  informal  ar  ran  g  on  on  t  and  ono  in 
consoquonco  of  a  demolition  ordor. 

Of  tAo  loss  defective  housos  37  woro  ropairod,  in  addition  to  tho  350 
doa.lt  with  undor  "Nuisances".  No  Statutory  Notices  woro  sorvod. 

Hogaraing  improvement  grants  undor  Section  20,  Housing  Act,  1949,  work 
.o  completed  at  xour  houses  in  rospoct  of  which  a.n  application  for  grant 
was  approved  in  1950  and  one  at  a  house  approved  in  1951,  Work  was  proceed¬ 
ing  at  another  house  in  respect  of  which  a  grant  application  was  approved  in 
19, il.  Of  two  applications  nado  in  1952.  ono  was  not  approved |  negotiations 
woro  proceeding  in  respect  of  tho  othor  ono. 

Oyorcrowclinp;  • 

Tlioro  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  rocordod.  from 
3o  at. the  onu.  of  19j1  to  2<!  at  the  end  of  1952.  The  latter  figuro  covorod  29 
iamilios  and  162  persons \  about  2.8/i  of  tho  population  and  ,9%  of  tho  housos. 

Six  new  cases  woro  notod  during  tho  yoar  and  21  casos  woro  abated  during  tho 
year,  involving  26  fanilios  and  150  persons. 

^  Tno  Cc.se s  roferrod  to  arc  in  connection  with  Statutory  overcrowding  only. 

1  icbably  tho. same  reduction  in  other  casos  had  boon  brought  about  by  tho  provision 
ui  now  Council  housos,  especially  sinco  tho  lator  points  systom  has  catorod 
largely  for  thoso  casos. 

So-.io  62  visits  wore  paid  in  connection  -with  points  assessments  in  connection 
with  applications  for  Council  housos. 

Action  undor  Public  Health  Acts • 

In  connection  with  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  etc.,  101  inspections 
comwl-tod'at  86^  r°qUir°cl  0r  unclortakon  in  rospoct  of  94  housos  end  was 

Oi  9  casos  of  vermin  dealt  with  (net  including  rate  and  mico )  8  woro 

contoinii^n  ®ookroaclloB’  ,th0  °.thor  ono  boing  floss.  Liquid  or  powdor  sprays 
notioo"  ^  D,D,T,>  woro  usod"  Mo  oosos  of  bug  infestation  ho.vo  cor.io  to  ay 

Now  Houses « 

«’«:.y->’r»CTKIUa  *.*11  ■  —  1 1 

b,.Jh?nMtr.Cfr,n°W  d-30lly  ’B  provided  during  tho  year  vas  54.  Tho  Council 

i  ?!’  “  Byran-cun-Sutton  rad  6  in  Birkln.  Thoso  woro  0.11  of  traditional 

type  with  two  storoys. 

Private  enterprise  was  responsible  for  16.  Ono  of  thoso  was  the  adaptation 
oil  agricultural  comp  hut  as  a  bungalow  and  ono  tho  adaptation  of  a  railway 

iT5°  ronaind°r  woro  traditional  types  2  at  Bain o  , ono 
o;t  cal,  2  at  Birkin,  2  at  Byram -cun -Sutton,  2  at  Barrington  (for  police)  2  at 
Bggborough,  ono  at  fedrburn,  ono  at  Hillon  and  ono  at  Monk  Fryston. 

A  schomo  of  22  housos  end  16  flats  was  in  progress  at  Hillon  and  Monk  Fryston 

ana  a  senomo  of  16  housos  and  16  flats  was  comoncod  at  Fair  burn  et  tho  ond  of  tho 
yoar,  by  tho  Council. 

A  schomo  for  housos  at  Burton  Salmon  is  under  active  preparation  and  tho 

provision  of  further  houses  at  Balno,  Kollington  and  Wonorsloy  has  rocoivod  much 
acxivo  nttontion. 


WATER. 


Wat or  is  now  supplied  by  nains  to  ovory  parish,  though  outlying  parts  of 
nono  parishes  still  await  that  facility.  Although,  as  the  following  figuros 
will  o dO'., ,  cho  p^rccn uo.go  of  housos  not  having  a  pipod  supply  is  very  snail, 
it  is  noro  than  desirable  that  that  pcrcontago  be  olininatod.  Tino  has" 

^ shown  that  tho  whittling  down  by  higher  authorities  of  tlio  Council's  proposals 
for  the  full  extension  of  water  mains  has  boon  unfortunate,  particularly  rogard- 
ina  tho  larger  main  which  was  to  be  construe  cod  from  Birkin  onwards.  Tho 
building  of  additional  housos  in  our  District,  and  evon  noro  in  tho  District 
which  draws  upon  tho  water  boforo  it  arrives  in  our  District,  has  caused  such 
extra  strain  upon  uho  mains  concerned  as  to  r oduco  prossurc  at  Fnirburn  nnd 
monk  Fryston  in  particular,  at  times  to  such  a  low  level  as  to  leave  some 
householders  without  wator. 


Tho  greater  part  of  tho  supply  is  from  tho  Pontefract  Corporation  Water 
cs$  Balno  and  Hock  arc  supplied  from  tho  Goolo  Corporation  Water  Works 5 
most  of  Barrington  and  Stapleton  is  supplied  from  tho  Council's  small  works  at 
Darringt on. 


Public  nains  now  supply  about 
supply  souo  3*87/£  of  tho  houses,  t 
sources. 


93*4/o  gf  tho  houses.  Well 3  with  hand  pumps 
ho  remainder  having  tap  supplies  from  private 


Fourteen  samples  from  public  pipod  supplies  woro  taken  for  bacteriological 
0Xt  xiinat  ion  and  ono  for  chemical  analysis  ( Darringt  on )  c  All  woro  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE. 


A  short  long  eh  of  sower  and  a  small  disposal  plant  to  sorvo  tho  housing 
scheme  at  Birkin  was  tho  only  constructive  work  during  tho  yoar. 

Further  negotiations  took  piaco  concerning  tho  proposed  now  works  for 
Brothorton,  Fairburn  and  Byron,  in  which  Knottingloy  Urban  District  Council 

woro  involved,  lout  those  fxorts  havo  not  yot  boon  translated  into  any  constructive 
work. 


Much  needed  soworngo  and  sowago  disposal  provision  or  improvement  throughout 


tho  District  has  nado  no  headway,  though  tho  nood  becomes  noro  apparent  with  tho 
difficulties  in  mealing  with  cesspools,  tho  increasing  lengths  of  fouled  dykos 
tho  Council  are  callod  upon  to  doal  with,  and  tho  lack  of  facilitios  for 
conversions  to  wator  closots. 


SCAVENGING. 


Removal . of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the  District  by  tho  Council  has  continued. 
Tno  continuing  addition  of  now  housos(a  corresponding  number  of  existing  housos  do 
not  fall  into  disuse)  add  to  tho  difficulties  of  providing  a  smooth,  regular  and 
frequont  service  for  tho  scattered  community  and  divorso  conditions  which  have  to  bo 
catered  for.  Tho  two  motor  vehicles  each  with  throe  men  require  some  assistance 
occasionally  to  cope  with  tho  work. 

Tho  general  abolition  of  privios  and  earth  closets  would  do  much  to  facilitate 
tho  sorvico,  but  lack  of  suits.blo  sowago  disposal  ar  rang  onion  ts  rendors  this 
inpracticablo  at  present. 

During  the  yoar  thoro  woro  12  conversions  to  wator  closots,  carried  out  with¬ 
out  contributions  to  tho  costs  by  tho  Council. 

Of  tho  54  now  housos,  52  woro  provided  with  W.C's.  Two  additional  W.C's  woro 
provided  at  other  houses  nnd  tho  total  number  in  tho  District  is  now  about  1247s 
50«7/£, 

Tho  percentage  in  1946  was  37*28.  Thoro  remain  sono  733  privios  and  477  pail 
closets.  Dust  bins  number  about  1370. 


SCAVENGING  (CQNTD). 

Salvcv^G. 

In  1951  tho  demand  for  salve„god  nick-tort  nls  incroasod,  ospociaL  ly  for  waste 
payor 3  and  goou  prices  wore  obtainable.  V o  accordingly  paid  more  attention 
to  salvaging  the  waste  paper.  By  the  end  of  that  year,  however,  tho  markot 
lad  fallen  flat,  quito  suddonly.  Although  we  wore  advised  from  competent 
quarters  to  maintain  tho  salvage  service  in  a  quiet  way  wo  were  not  able  to 
sell  any  ox  oho  accumulated  stock  of  paper  during  tho  year  (1952). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

inore  was  a  jump  :.n  tho  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified,  from  14  in  1951  to 
30  in  1952. 

Tho  incidence  commenced  in  January  with  two  casos  at  a  fairly  isolatod 
farm,  at  which  milk  is  produced  for  sale.  The  casos  wore  nursed  at  homo, 
arrangements  being  made  for  no  mombor  of  tho  household  to  handle  tho  milk. 

There  wore  no  further  casos  arising  from  thoso. 

ihroG  more  cases  occurrod  in  January,  two  in  one  family  in  Byram  Park  and 
one  in  Brothorton.  Two  further  cases  occurrod  in  Brothorton  in  February, 
iirxi  jviarch  24th  to  April  6th,  four  casos  occurrod  at  Boai}  Brothorton  and 
*  air our m2).  In  August  thoro  woro  two  cases  -  Fair  bum  arid  Hillan,  In 

bopt ci.ibor ^ a  spate  of  7  casos  occurred  at  [1\ni rburn  and  one  at  ^rotherton.  Ono 
ox  tho  T ai rburn  cases  had  boon  romovod  to  hospital  with  Scarlet  Fovor  in 
August s  and  was  taken  back  to  hospital  two  days  after  his  return  homo, 
apparently  with  a  fresh  outbreak.  Tho  remaining  10  casos  occurred  at 
intervals  throughout  tho  rest  of  tho  year  at  Fairbum,  Boal5  Hock  Grilling  • 
Btubos  and  Eggbo rough.  ° 

Altogether  14  of  tho  casos  occurrod  at  Fairburn. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  21  homos.  1 

Thoso  appear  to  have  boon  no  cases  of  other  fovor  or  Diphtheria. 

I  INFESTATION. 

,  _  infestation"  in  public  health  administration  nay  cover  insoct  infestation 
k f  rmusos  or  othor  buildings  or  of  foodstuffs,  persons  or  clothinnj  and 
|mfostation  of  promises  by  rats  and  mico. 

As  regards  insoct  infestation  of  houses,  tho  subject  is  dealt  with  in  my 
report  under  "Housing".  As  to  porsons  and  clothing  calling  for  action,  no' 

|sueh  caso  had  boon  oncountcred  during  tho  year. 

Ik  +uh0r*?r0V°?'ti0n  01  Dci;ms°  Pcfrfcs  19-19,  requires  moasuros  to  bo  takon 

|oy  ciic  Council  to  doal  with  rats  and  mico  on  all  promise e * 

_  Tho  Council  employ  a  trained  operative  who  has  spont  roughly  a  quarlor  of 

nsr^S-1?  nGalin"  ratS  and  ?ico*  In  ordor  to  ran  go  for  more  survoy  and 

?o  ion,  0SPccially  of  agricultural  land,  which  will  probably  result  in 

|»pCconsiiGmblv!  °r  °th°r  QCti°n’  th°  raan's  timG  on  this  work  is  to  bo  stopped 

During  the  year  proper oi os  inspected  woro  lc  Council  properties,  229  dwell inf 
liousos,  49  agricultural  promises  and  33  business  and  industrial  promises.  Infostatioi 
/oro  found  at  6  Council  properties,  46  dwolling  houses,  17  agricultural  and  6 
|jusmoss  and  industrial  promises. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  by  tho  Council  at  thoir  own  6  proportios,  46  dwelling 
|uousos,  ono  agricultural  and  3  business  promisos,  “  b 

Th°  othor  agricultural  promisos  treated  by  tho  County  Agricultural  Executive 
ommittoo  or  other  contractors.  The  County  Exocutivo  Committee  have  standing 

hr  «  f‘nnL  °f -?ho  fQ™°ro  there  is  more  activity  on  tho  farms  than 

hr. ^  indie, vtod  by  tho  figures  I  havo  quotod.  Also,  somo  industrial  firms  onc-rgo 
or vicing  companios,  whoso  activitios  arc  not  included  in  tho  figures  givon. 


INFESTATION  (CONTD) . 

rega-dinKilrat^r0S+p+-pla0^  by  *"•  liinistry  ™  the  condition  of  sewers 
t:  §a- cn.ng  rat  infestation  and  sowers  at  Brothertons  Cridlinr  Stubhp 

^holes^  I°f°  tost  baitod  Qt  not  loee  than  10*  of  too 

rnd  th^v-'Vr+Xi only  takon  ®oro  in  a  section  of  too  Brothorton  sowers 

and  thw  amoctod  section  was  subsequently  fully  troatod. 

!hG  ^roa  Advisory  and  Planning  Committee  (Group  N0.  ll)  not  sovcr-1 
tines  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Cr.  G.O.  Peacock,  providing  opoor-tunS'Ls 
acr  discussing  questions  of  co-oporat ion, progross,  technique,  otc. 

I'EAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS . 

foodTbotor.h3lnu°htoredCirthoin  6laus!rt°rinS  arrangements ,  all  aninals  for 
n  7  '  ^iau6htored  m  the  Govornnont  controlled  slaughterhouse  out-id n 
oho  District  §  emergency  cases  oxceptod.  ^xornouso  out.ic.c 

Th^ro  aro  arrangements  for  the  slaughter  in  the  District  of  oigs  for 

OffLnUPP  ^rS  rJ1  rdGrStandinS  °n  th0  nattor  with  th0  F°°d  Control 
xico.  The  number  of  such  pigs  seems  to  have  dwindled. 

Thoro  havo  been  no  complaints  as  to  the  meat  received  by  butcher-  frnn 

-“°:hc;s!i3tribUtinS  “  1  **  -  occasLnJ1fc°ritic^e 

A  tin  °f  cookod  hem  (16  lbs)  and  two  12  lb  tins  of  apricot  pule  at  on 
otc  are  tho  only  articles  of  food  I  have  had  occasion  to  condemn". 

Thoro  aro  11  promises  rogistorod  for  the  salo  of  ino -croon,  2  of  then 
also  for  tho  naking  of  .ioo-cro«w  At  one  of  tho  latter  the  product  tad 
uocn  made  for  tho  wholesale  trado  but  this  year  very  littlo  was  n-dc  at  -m 
^d  that  littlo  for  local  retail.  Twclvo  Lplos  LbmlttL  ft  bttoriologica 
oiion  covering  all  tho  rogistorod  promises  woro  all  satisfactory. 

.hJYddi^°n  t0  ?h°  ico“crcain  Pronisos,  visits  havo  boon  paid  to  butchers 
hGp®  i  thuir  nakinS  Up  d°PartinQnts)s  grocers,  friod  fish  end  chip  shops 

^iehh+^0lS’  rh°r°  GOndltions  woro  found  reasonably  good  on  tho  whole!  On!  woul 
h  to  soo  bettor  serving  facilities  at  somo  of  tho  small  village  inns. 

MILK  &  DAIRIES. 

Thoro  aro  a  largo  number  of  farms  in  tho  District  whore  milk  is  produced 
lor  salo.  -ost  of  thorn  arc  registered  with  end  supervisod  by  the  Ministry 

n.X.  2nd  F^ch°rios*  Tho  number  of  distributors  rogistorod  with  tho 

*al  D^trict^  Council,  is  nmo,  In  four  of  those  cases  thoro  aro  no  promisos 
within  the  District.  In  the  other  cases  storage  of  milk  is  negligible,  tho 
premises  being  merely  used  for  storage  of  utonsilo  end  a  trading  address. 

i  licences  for  Special  Designations  issued  woro  as  follows s- 
luborculm  Tested  -  4  doalors  end  3  supplementary!  Pasteurised  -  4  doalors 
r3,  suppl emontary j  Sterilised  -  1  doalor  end  3  supplementary.  Most  of 
tho  iuooreyl in  Tested  Milk  is  also  Pastuorisod. 

.  As  an  outcome  of  an  investigation  at  a  dairy  farm  following  a  samplo  of 
milk  which  had  boon  found  to  bo  tuberculous  and  at  which  somo  cows  woro 
destroyed,  it  was  suggostod  that  another  sample  should  bo  takon  to  chock  tho 
supply,  I  sumittod  two  samplos  for  biological  examination  both  of  which 
woro  satisfactory. 


Thoro  have  been  no  casos  oi  imoctious  disoaso,  or  othor  il^noss 
attributod  to  milk.  An  outbreak  of  Scarlot  Fovor  occurrod  in  tho  housohold 
at  a  dairy  farm  and  tho  two  casos  concornod  woro  nursed  at  homo.  Arrangononts 
woro  made  which  obviatod  mombers  of  tho  housohold  handling  tho  milk  or  vossols 
until  rocovory  of  tho  patients. 


ex  car 


FACTORIES. 


Tao  26  factorios  in  tho  District  employ  mechanical  power  and  thoroforo 
come  v;ii,h.i n  the  jurisdiction  ox  the  Local  Authority  only  as  far  as 
saniiav  y  conveniences  are  ■joncorncd.  Thirty  visits  wore  paid  to  such 
promises*  bluer  buildings  coming  within  tho  scope  of  the  Factory  Acts  aro 
budding  oil  os,  engineering  works  etc.,  and  12  visits  wore  made  to  9  such 
placos.  Contraventions  numborod  only  4,  throe  of  which  were  remedied 
leaving  one  ca.se  outstanding. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


There  arc  no  placos  liconcod  for  tho  stationing  of  moveable  dwellings 
in  tho  district.  Throo  caravans  woro  licenced  during  tho  year  bringing  the 
number  of  such  dwellings  more  or  loos  oottlod  in  tho  District  to  8»  Those 
in  their  way  have  boon  satisfactory  and  have  given  rise  to  no  trouble. 

. Thoro  wore  10  caravans  which  stayed  for  short  periods,  somo  of  them 
having  to. bo  ’prodded"  to  movo  on  because  of  thoir  permitted  timo  of  staying 
without  licence  having  olapood. 


Tn^re  is. a.  strong  tendency  for  one  place  to  became  constantly  occupied 
though  not  liconcod  for  tho  purpose,  and  which  noods  to  bo  watched. 


Thoro  wore 
which  are  not  s 
included  in  the 
these. 


also  tho  usual  caravans  associated  with  feasts  and  fairs, 
ubjoct  to  licensing,  and  tho  numbers  of  which  arc  not 
foregoing  iiguros.  No  trouble  has  been  experienced  from 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Yours  obodiontly, 


GORDON  LEDWITH. 


